Bleeding manifestations in 24 patients with familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy.
Focal or generalized hemorrhage is a commonly encountered complication in patients with many kinds of amyloidosis. We studied 24 patients (18 males, 6 females) with familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy and found that five had experienced one or more bleeding episodes. In four of these five patients, bleeding occurred in the terminal stage. The incidence of hemorrhage in familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy is lower than that of other types of amyloidosis or that which has been reported in this disease. In our experience clotting abnormalities were rare; clotting factor deficiency appeared not to exist in familial amyloidotic polyneuropathy.